The Georgia Alcohol Prevention Project (APP), what is it?
The objective of this project is to implement statewide primary prevention strategies
(programs/practices/policies) that are consistent with needs as identified by epidemiological data
with the following goals:
1) Reduce the early onset of alcohol use among 9-20 year olds
2) Reduce access to alcohol and binge drinking among 9-20 year olds
3) Reduce binge drinking and heavy drinking among 18-25 year olds

Why are we focusing on alcohol?
Underage drinking and alcohol abuse among young adults is a widespread public health and safety
problem. It has serious personal, social, and economic consequences.
Alcohol is the most widely substance use among youth in the US and in Georgia; most youth
between the ages of 9 and 20 use alcohol more than tobacco or any other substance.
According to YRBS cumulative data (2005-2009), lifetime prevalence of alcohol use is approximately
72% higher than cigarette use (54%) and marijuana (38%) among GA HS students. Similarly, regional
NSDUH cumulative data (2002-2009) indicates lifetime prevalence of alcohol used is approximately
79% for alcohol, 67% for cigarette, and 39% for marijuana use among Georgians 12 years and older.
According to YRBS (2005-2009), alcohol is the most frequently used substance before the age of 13
by GA High School students and before age 11 by GA middle school students.
According to CDC data, an average of 2,375 people in Georgia die from alcohol-related injuries or
illness each year. 22% of these were homicides and suicides and 21% were motor-vehicle crashes.
In 2008, there were approximately 190,000 emergency rooms visits by persons under age 21 for
injuries and other conditions linked to alcohol. More teens die as a result of alcohol use than all other
illegal drugs combined (Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance, 2002). In fact, alcohol is the 3rd leading
cause of death in Georgia (YRBS 2009). .
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